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The coldest 
night of the year 
so far turned out 
to be a really 
warm and 
inviting evening 
for the members 
attending the 
annual North 
Texas Section 
Christmas 
Party. The party  

was held once again at the Heritage Ranch
Country Club in Fairview, Texas.  Members 
Ron and Carolee Seifert again graciously 
arranged for us to have our Christmas party 
there in the spacious ballroom.  Some 60+ 
NTX members were greeted by two great 
Mercedes-Benz cars (a 2017 GLE Coupe 
and a 2014 350E Cabriolet) parked just  
outside the front door.  Just inside the door, 
beautiful decorations in the entrance hall as 
well as the ballroom made the holiday     
experience very festive!  A Video of the 
events held during the year was played on 
the big screen during the social hour    
showing our Section activities for 2016. 

Our President, Craig Halverson, called the 
members to be seated for dinner following a 
time of socializing with appetizers and 
drinks.  Pete LaFlamme, That DJ Guy,    
provided dinner music.  Maurice Nahas 
who did an excellent job as usual of 
performing his Master of Ceremonies’ 
duties emceed the program that followed.  
The guests were welcomed as well as the 
Regional Director, Gene Jurick, who made 
a few remarks and then made the Officer of 
the Year award presentation.  This award 
was given to Brett Jurick, former president, 
for his outstanding work as president for 
three years as well as other duties 
assumed such as newsletter editor, website 
master, membership chair at times when no 
other member was available to assume 
these positions.  Gayle Brewer, Co-
Chairman of the Christmas Party 
Committee, was recognized, and she in 
turn  recognized all the members of her     
committee as well as her Co-Chair, Jose 
De La Garza.  Ellen Haynes, VP of Major 
Gifts and Corporate Giving, of Texas 
Scottish Rite Hospital for Children was 
welcomed and introduced and then gave a 
few words about her organization.  A very 
short    infor-mational DVD was then 
presented about Texas Scottish Rite 
Hospital for Children to advise members 

as to its work with children.  After this, 
Rick Crocker, CEO, of The Samaritan Inn 
of McKinney was intro-duced and 
welcomed and then gave a brief 
informational talk about the work of his 
organization.  Craig Halverson then 
presented the Member of the Year award 
to Mel Kym for all his efforts in planning 
several enjoyable and informative drives
during this year and his work with our 
tech sessions at our dealer partners. 
Dancing then began for the  evening. 

Thirty-six items were offered for bidding 
in a silent auction held to benefit the     
section’s two charities – Texas Scottish 
Rite Hospital for Children and The     
Samaritan Inn.  In addition to the silent 
auction, a 50/50 raffle was also held to 
benefit the same charities.  Approximately 
$3,750 was raised during the evening.  A 
door prize raffle of 39 items was also   
ongoing throughout the evening. 

The 2016 NTX Section Christmas party 
was a lovely event and a great time was 
had by all! 

Heritage Ranch Country Club 

December 17, 2016 

Fairview, TX 
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President’s Message 

February/March 

Wow, what a record Christmas 

Party at Heritage Ranch last 

month! Collectively, between 

the cash raffle at our picnic and 

cash raffle and silent auction at 

our Christmas Party the North 

Texas section, MBCA raised 

over $4,000 for our designated 

charities: Texas Scottish Rite 

Hospital for Children (TSRHC) 

and the Samaritan Inn of 

McKinney. Both entities were 

well represented and had an 

opportunity to make a 

presentation directly to our members. 

Ms. Ellen Haynes, VP, Major Gifts & Corporate Giving 

at TSRHC had a video presentation following a   
pediatric patient’s progress after a dramatic tractor 

accident.  Mr. Rick Crocker, CEO, Samaritan Inn of 

McKinney had a very compelling story regarding one of 

his residents that was putting his life back together after 

some personal failures. 

In addition to the evening’s charitable efforts, we 

had an opportunity to recognize two of our     

members.  Brett Jurick, current vice-president and 

past president of the North Texas Section was    

presented with the regional officer of the year award 

presented by our regional director Gene Jurick, 

South Central Region.  Mel Kym, North Texas    

section, technical director was presented with the 

member of the year award and pin.  Both awards 

were met with applause. 

Some of you might know and appreciate the     

enormous effort the North Texas section’s events 

committee makes to arrange and manage our     

annual Christmas Party, but I continue to be     

impressed with their talent and dedication and for all 

their efforts I’m most appreciative.  Thank you all! 

Very sincerely, 

Craig Halverson 

President, North Texas Section 

The North Texas Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 

America (MBCA) is dedicated to enhancing the     

ownership experience of the finest automobiles in the 

world. We engage in a variety of activities throughout 

the year that hopefully  appeal to a broad section of our 

membership. 

Currently our membership totals over 1000 members 

who are committed to furthering their experience and 

enjoyment of their cars.  Whether you’re a gear head, 

performance driver, rally enthusiast, cultural maven or 

social mingler, the MBCA North Texas Section had an 

upcoming event for you. Check out the Events section 

to see what’s coming up during the year, and for details 

on events that are just over the horizon. 

Welcome! 
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The past two years the North Texas Section has chosen two charities that have an impact on our 

community.  

- The Samaritan Inn offers a long-term program that strives to create an end to homelessness by  
educating residents on life skills, such as budgeting, job hunting and computer skills and serves the 

homeless in Collin County by helping them get back on their feet and into an environment where 

they can be successful. 

- The Scottish Rite Hospital for Children treats children with orthopedic conditions, such as scoliosis, 
clubfoot, hand disorders, hip disorders and limb length differences, as well as sports injuries, certain 

related arthritic and neurological disorders and learning disorders, such as dyslexia.  The hospital is 

there to change the lives of children and give time the tools to live a 

healthy normal life.  

The North Texas Section raised over $4,000 this past year thru two 

50/50 raffles at their annual Members Appreciation Picnic and the  

annual Christmas Party and a silent auction at the Christmas Party for 

prizes that were donated by our Dealer Partners and the business 

community.  

We donated a check for $2,000 to each of these fine charities for 

2016 and have plans in place to continue to raise funds for these 

charities in 2017.  The Section believes that we have a commitment 

to serve organizations that are committed to helping make our     

community a better place to live. 

MBCA NTX Charitable Contributions 2016 

 

Featured Event 
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First Drive 

Last October I had the unique opportunity to take delivery of a beautiful 

black E300 4MATIC sedan on behalf of Mercedes-Benz of Plano at the 

Mercedes factory in Sindelfingen, Germany. Additionally, I drove the 

E300 in Germany for over two weeks. While there I visited the Mercedes-

Benz factory in Sindelfingen where this car was built, the Mercedes-Benz 

Museum, and the AMG factory. I also traveled to Stuttgart, Bamberg, 

Dresden, Nurnberg, Munich and Heidelberg. After Heidelberg, it was on 

to Frankfurt where I dropped the E300 off at BLG Auto Transport for the 

trip home to Mercedes-Benz of Plano. 

Now, what about the E300… First, like many others, when the E300 was announced with a 2.0L Inline-4 

Turbo Engine, I thought maybe someone may have made a huge mistake. A 4 cylinder motor in an E-Class 

just didn’t seem right. Prior to taking delivery of the E300 I had not even had a test drive in a 4 cylinder  

E -Class but did in a GLC300 which was very impressive. But still, an E-Class with a 4 cylinder?

The E300 was very well equipped, in addition to all the standard features, this car also had the P2     

Premium optional equipment package and other optional features like AMG wheels, Panorama Sunroof, 

Illuminated Star and more. For those that are interested, the total vehicle price (window sticker) is 

$65,390. The 7% ($4,577) Euro Delivery customer savings brought the price down to $60,813. Plus 15 

day Euro Road Insurance is included. 

As you may assume, I drove the car around quite a bit of Germany. When I dropped the car off for     

shipment it had 1794 KM (1115 Miles) on the odometer. As soon as I pulled out of the factory parking lot 

I knew that this was a very special car.  Had I not known that it was a 4 cylinder engine under the hood I 

would not have believed it. When you pressed the gas pedal the E300 felt more like a Turbo V6 or even a 

2017 Mercedes-Benz E300 4MATIC Sedan On the German Autobahn 
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V8. Around town and on secondary roads the power response was fantastic; I was and still am impressed. 

My next question, how will it perform on the Autobahn? I’m not sure what your understanding of what the 

Autobahn is, so let’s all get on the same page. The Autobahn is the German equivalent of our Freeway 

System. It differs in a few ways; yes, it does indeed have sections with no speed limit but much of the 

Autobahn does have a speed limit. The speed limit in many areas is adjustable via lighted overhead   

signage and is based on current traffic conditions. I drove on the Autobahn under most all of these      

conditions including No Speed Limit. The performance of the E300 was exemplary; there was never a 

concern about entering the Autobahn, flowing with traffic, handling at high speed, braking or any other 

situation I encountered on the Autobahn. The most common speed limit you encounter on the Autobahn 

where there is a speed limit is 135 KPH (just under 85 MPH).  

If I sound like I am impressed by the E300 it’s because I am. If this was the year for a new car for me the 

E300 would absolutely be on the list. 

A final thought or two; the E300 is electronically limited to 130 MPH, I only hit about 120 MPH, after all 

this was Mercedes-Benz of Plano’s car and maybe yours if it isn’t sold yet. I filled the gas tank twice while 

I was there; I started with a full tank. As a point of interest; I paid $6.18 a gallon for gas, a little less than 

on previous trips. The E300 you see pictured here is the actual car that I took delivery of and drove on the 

trip. The license plate pictured here is the actual plate that the car displayed while in Germany. The     

vertical numbers on the right hand edge of the plate indicate the expiration date (October 21, 2016). 

And lastly, I can’t thank Mercedes-Benz of Plano enough for trusting me to take delivery of and care for 

their E300 on my trip. If you haven’t met the folks at Mercedes-Benz of Plano you might drop in some 

time, I think you’ll like them. If you are thinking of a new car the E300 should on your consideration list. 

Gene Jurick 
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Demetria Brown 

Laurie Cornette 

Billy Denham 

Charles Digiglio 

Mary Hagan 

Randall Hake 

Carol Holland 

Joseph Jarreau 

Greg Johnson 

William Kloepping 

Anne Kniffen 

Milton Ladue 

W.B. (Nick) LaNicca III 

Fred May 

John Minnis 

Christopher Montgomery 

Katherine Sbaiti 

Peter Smith 

Richard Stickel 

Ron Taylor 

Jason Troxel 
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Welcome 24 New Members Between 12/1 - 1/27! 

February/March 

Brenda Vera 

Patrick Vinton 

Linda Williams 

Many Thanks to Our 67 Renewing Members Between 12/1 - 1/27! 

Christina Adams 

Imtiaz Ahmed 

Mark Alexander 

David Alkire 

Kathryn Anderson 

Andrew Anugwom 

Jackie Battreal 

Curtis Berry 

James T Boddie 

Virginia Brewer 

Annie  Brooks 

Carolyn Buckenham 

Glenda Camp 

Kimberly  Canales-

Yarborough 

John Checki 

Barbara Crocker 

Barry Crutcher 

Dennis Davis 

Peter Emeya 

Scott Fossey 

Robert Frank 

Tim Franks 

Regina Glover 

Spencer Greene 

Jeff Hackmeyer 

Martha Harcharik 

Shirley Hawkins 

Thomas Healy 

Michelle Henderson 

Rainer Herkenrath 

Jouni  Hiltunen 

Becky Hoffmeister 

Rick Hollingsworth 

Imran Jan 

Edward Johann 

Rosylin Johnson 

Bill Kimball 

Ann Kresge 

Bob LeBlanc 

Ouida Lee 

Waymond Lister 

Steve Louden 

Kenneth Madden 

Sravanthi Mandava 

David Marett 

Ken Muller 

Edward Nahas 

Hector Negron 

Eduardo Neto 

Long Nguyen 

Kenneth Niederer 

C Pearce 

Jacob Pelley 

Richard Ragnell 

Tanya Roberts 

Mark Schue 

Betty Lu Smith 

Steven Spiritas 

Charmaine Stradford 

Eduard Talens 

James Talley 

Jeff Tucker 

Rickey Turner 

Gordon Wagner 

Scott Wible 

David Woolston 

Dawn Yan 
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Upcoming Event 

DIY Technical Session + Clinic.  Do your own work with your own tools at a Sponsored workshop.  Mercedes vehicles 
and Members in good standing only.   New in 2017, the NTX DIY Tech Committee will Host, with our Sponsor, a       
dedicated Station and Technical Briefing (TB) on a relevant Service Theme.   

Service Theme:  Inspection and Servicing, Fluid Flushes – Power Steering, Brake System, Engine Coolant, AC, Soft 
Top Hydraulics, Transmission, Differential, Drive Train Components.  Also 722.6 Transmission Connector & Conductor 
Plate, Limp Home Mode (LHM).  

You must be present for both the Member Briefing at 7:35 in the parking area on the East side of the Workshop & the 
Staff Introductions and Shop Rules at 7:55 to participate in NTX Section DIYs.   Bengal has a limited number of Lifts 
available for NTX DIY to use.  Register early by PayPal before Tech Session registration closes.  PayPal Button goes 
Live about 30 days prior to the event.   Delay and your name may go on the "Wait List".    

Thank you Bengal Automotive, Thom Marshall, Rick and Staff for hosting MBCA NTX! 

What a warm welcome to our 
members from Park Place 
Mercedes-Benz management at 
our first Tech Session of 2017.
Park Place treated us like royalty, 

a first-class experience by any definition. By 7:30 
AM there were member owners lined up for check-in and the 
pre-briefing.  At 8 AM all vehicles were queued 
for Park Place leadership and staff introductions before our cars moved into the 
workshop for the technicians to place the cars onto lifts. In addition to our 
customary spread of coffee, juice and breakfast rolls, Park Place provided a
table spread in anticipation of our arrival of more coffee, fresh OJ, and  

premium bakery goods. The group began building rapport with the technicians during a clinic on tire care and 
balancing with their latest equipment while the Parts Counter prepared for us at 9 AM. Members inspected their cars 
andsecond checked and adjusted planned shop tasks to fit member tools, talent and time available at this DIY.  At the 
end of the  morning activity more than 22 club members received the benefits of MBCA Club Membership at 
this great event thanks to the Park Place Staff. 

Thanks to Myl Kym, Ed Talens, Darrel Booker, Dave Muller and Rick Hollingsworth for their help and talent for 
providing leadership at the sessions.  The Tech Sessions began for our Section 20 years ago at Park Place with the 
leadership of Hyatt Cheek, thanks to Park Place for their continued partnership with our Section. 

Bengal Automotive Repair 
Dallas, TX 

Saturday, March 11, 2017  

NTX DIY Tech Session +Clinic 

Event Report - Tech Session – Park Place Dallas 

Saturday, January 14, 2017          

Park Place Motorcars - Dallas, TX
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America Membership Application 
Please call the National Office at 800-637-2360 to join by phone or go to www.mbca.org/ to 

join online. 

Full Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Associate Member’s Name ______________________________________________________ 

Street Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________ State _______ Zip ___________________ 

Home Phone (     ) ____________________ Business (     ) ____________________ 

Email address ________________________________________________________________ 

Member’s Occupation __________________________________________________________ 

Mercedes Cars Now Owned _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(list year(s) and model(s)) 

I hereby apply for membership in the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

_______________________________________ Date _______________! 

(Signature) 

New U.S. Membership Rates 

  $55.00 for one year 

$107.00 for two years 

$157.00 for three years 

New Canada & Int’l Rates 

  $65.00 for one year 

$127.00 for two years 

$187.00 for three years 

Annual dues include six issues of “The Star” each year, 

plus your local section’s newsletter. 

Make your check payable to MBCA, and mail it along with 

the application to: 

Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. 

National Business Office 

1907 Lelaray Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

Calling All Members... 

We are always looking for new folks who are 

interested in participating in Club activities. 

Whether through events, driving, etc. Please 

contact Brett Jurick at bjurick@tx.rr.com to learn 

more. 

New Ideas Wanted 

We’re always looking for new ideas for events, 

get-togethers, drives, overnight tours, etc. If 

there’s a particular type of event you would like 

us to host, let us know. Contact Ron Seifert at 

rseifert@grandecom.net.  

Help! 

mailto:bjurick@tx.rr.com
mailto:rseifert@grandecom.net
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Date Event 

February 4, 2017 February Membership Meeting – Delaney’s, McKinney 

February 18, 2017 Indoor Driving Event – K1 Sports, Richardson, TX 

March 4, 2017 March Membership Meeting 

March 11, 2017 DIY Tech Session + Clinic - Bengal Automotive, Dallas 

March 18, 2017 Cavanaugh Flight Museum – Addison, TX 

April 1, 2017 NTX Spring Drive to Tyler, TX 

Mercedes–Benz Club of America—North Texas Section  February/March 2017 

Event dates, times and locations are subject to change. Please check out our 

website at http://ntx.mbca.org for the most updated information. 

Have you visited our new 

website?  

www.ntx.mbca.org/ 

www.facebook.com/mbcantx 

2024 Palace Way 

Allen, TX 75013 

http://www.facebook.com/mbcantx



